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ABSTRACT: 

The author analyzes the troubled relationship between the collective and 
individual memory, on the one hand, and the discipline of history that we teach and 
study at universities, on the other. Relying on significant body of scholarly work 
published over the last five decades the author is adopting and applying theoretical 
frameworks and methodological tools of history, sociology, anthropology, and 
cultural studies as well as the the sub-discipline of mnemohistory. He is mapping 
the process of constructing collective memory and elaborating on the categories of 
presence and absence within an official historical narrative.  Furthermore, the author 
approached the concepts of “truth” and “memory” as both inherently unstable and 
destabilizing. Since the past is always presented through the narrative, contesting it 
means struggling over the issue of representation. With this in mind and in addition 
to its apparent academic and educational function, our understanding of the past 
also has strategic, political, and ethical consequences for our present and our future.
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SAŽETAK: 

Ovaj rad se bavi analizom problematičnog odnosa između koncepata 
kolektivnog i individualnog sjećanja, s jedne strane, i stručne discipline istorije 
koja se izučava na univerzitetima, s druge. Oslanjajući se na teorijske postulate 
i metodološke alatke istorije, sociologije, antropologije, i kulturnih studija, kao i 
poddiscipline kakva je mnemoistorija, te stručnih istraživanja objavljenih tokom 
posljednjih pet decenija, autor sumira proces konstrukcije kolektivnog sjećanja i 
analizira kategorije prisustva i odsustva u okviru zvanične istorijske naracije. Autor 
nadalje problematizuje koncepte “istine” i “sjećanja,” i smatra ih veoma nestabilnim 
i destabilizirajućim. Polazna osnova je shvatanje da se prošlost uvijek iskazuje u 
okvirima naracije i da se stoga radi o reprezentaciji i konstrukciji. Iz tih razloga, 
naše shvatanje prošlosti ima, osim očigledne akademske edukativne funkcije, i 
strateške, političke, i etičke konsekvence u sadašnjosti i budućnosti.
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